CHAPTER 12 
ARTICLE 1 


ANIMAL CONTROL 
Generally 


12-101

Definitions. 


A.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this Article, shall have the meaning ascribed to them in this Section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 



1.
Abandoned Animal.  Any domesticated animal which shall have been placed upon public property or within a public building unattended or uncared for, or upon or within the private property of another without the express permission of the owner, custodian or tenant of the private property, and is unattended or uncared for.



2.
Animal Control Officer.  An employee assigned to the Animal Control Department of the Greene County Board of Commissioners duly deputized under the legal authority of the county to enforce the rules and regulations of this Article.
 


3.
Animal Control Department.  The division of Animal Control within the Greene County Government responsible for the enforcement of this Article. 



4.
Guard or Watch Dog.  Any dog trained by a recognized training facility for the purpose of protecting individuals from assault and/or preventing property loss or damage. A recognized training facility shall be deemed to mean any person holding a state kennel license and a business license for either of the purposes described in this definition. 



5.
Impoundment.  The act of taking physical possession and control of an animal by an Animal Control Officer or other officer empowered to act by.



6.
Livestock.  Horses, cows, goats, pigs or any other four (4) legged animals, excluding dogs and cats, used for pleasure or profit. Fowl are expressly included within this definition.



7.
Owner.  Any person who owns, harbors, keeps, feeds, maintains, has lawful possession of, or knowingly causes or knowingly permits an animal to be harbored or kept, or has an animal in his care, or who permits an animal to remain on or about his premises; provided, however, this shall not include a person hired or acting as custodian of the animal for his owner. 




8.
Police Officer.  Any law enforcement officer empowered to make arrests and authorized to issue citations in unincorporated areas of the County.




9.
Vicious or Dangerous Animal.  Any animal that attacks, bites or injures human beings, pets, companion animals or livestock or which, because of temperament, conditioning, or training, has a known propensity to attack, bite or injure human beings, pets, companion animals or livestock, provided that the pets, companion animals, or livestock are within the property limits of the respective owner. No animal may be declared dangerous if a threat, injury or damage was sustained by a person who, at the time, was committing a willful trespass or other tort upon the premises occupied by the owner or keeper of the animal, or was teasing, tormenting, abusing, or assaulting the animal or has, in the past, been observed or reported to have teased, tormented, abused, or assaulted the animal or was committing or attempting to commit a crime. The definition shall not be construed to include dogs that are part of a governmental organization or a trained guard dog in performance of its duties.




10.      Feral Animal.  An animal existing in a wild or untamed state, or having returned to an untamed state from domestication.

12-102

Penalties for Violation of Article. 


Any person violating this Article may be deemed guilty of violating a County Ordinance and may be punished by a fine not to exceed $500.00 or by imprisonment in the County jail not to exceed sixty (60) days, or both fine and imprisonment. Each day that such violation continues to exist shall constitute a separate offense.
 12-103
Adoption of Article by Municipalities Within County. 


Any municipality in the County may adopt this Article.  If adopted by a municipality, all persons owning animals in the incorporated areas will receive the same services as those who live in the unincorporated areas.  
12-104

Restraint. 


A.
Duty of All Animal Owners to Be Responsible Owners.  It shall be the duty of every owner or custodian of any animal to exercise reasonable care and take all necessary steps and precautions to protect other people, property and animals from injuries or damage which might result from their animal’s behavior.  If the owner or custodian of any animal is a minor, the parent or guardian of such minor shall be responsible to ensure that all provisions of this Article are complied with. 


B.
 Guard or Watch Dogs. 



1.
Owners or custodians of any guard or watch dog must confine all such dogs within a perimeter fence and meet the following conditions:






a.
The fence shall be sufficient to prevent the dog’s escape, with all points of ingress and egress securely locked at all times. 





b.
A “beware of dog” sign shall be conspicuously displayed on each exterior side of the enclosure for each fifty (50) feet of enclosure (minimum of two (2)) as well as a sign on each ingress and egress point to the enclosure. Signs shall be a minimum of ten (10) inches high and fourteen (14) inches long. 






c. 
The owner or custodian shall, prior to placing dogs on property, obtain from the Animal Control Department a registration number and distinctive identification collar for each dog. There shall be a fee for each dog for the first year and any part thereof and a renewal fee for each dog every year thereafter as set forth in the schedule of fees and charges. The renewal fee shall be paid by January 30 of each year. 






d. 
The registration number shall be tattooed at the owner’s expense on the inside of the right hind leg or inside the upper lip of the dog. The collar provided shall be worn at all times. 





e. 
The owner or custodian shall report to the Animal Control Department within twenty-four (24) hours of any of the following: 






(1) Escape of the dog. 






(2) An attack on a human or animal by the dog. 






(3) Transfer of ownership of the dog. 







(4) Death of the dog.



2.
Any enforcement officer shall have the authority to enter onto private or public property for the purpose of ensuring compliance with the provisions of Subsection “d” of this Section. 


 C.
Failure to Keep Guard or Watch Dogs Under Restraint.  Failure to keep any guard or watch dog under restraint or control as provided for in this Section shall be unlawful and shall be punishable as provided in this Article. 
12-105

Abandoned Animals. 


It shall be unlawful for anyone to knowingly abandon any domesticated animal within the County. Each person who does abandon, or knowingly and willfully permits such abandonment, or aids in the abandonment of any domesticated animal shall be in violation of this Article and may be punished as provide in this Article. 
12-106

Cruelty to Animals. 


A.
Cruelty shall mean and include every act whereby unnecessary or unjustified pain, suffering or death is caused, permitted or allowed to continue where there is reasonable remedy or relief. Acts of cruelty shall include, but not be limited to, the following: 



1.
Whoever willfully or maliciously kills, abuses, maims, or disfigures any animal or willfully or maliciously administers poison to any animal or exposes any poisonous substance with intent that the poisonous substance shall be taken and swallowed by such animal shall be in violation of this Article.  Persons engaged in the practice of hunting, fishing, or trapping animals in a manner that conforms to the laws of the State of Georgia are not in violation of this Paragraph.   



2.
Whoever overloads, overdoses, tortures, torments, or deprives an animal of its necessary sustenance or shelter; beats, mutilates or kills any animal or causes the same to be done; or carries in or upon vehicles or otherwise any animal in a cruel or inhumane manner shall be deemed in violation if this Article. 



3.
Whoever confines any animal and fails to supply it with sufficient quantities of wholesome food and water; who keeps any animals in any enclosure without wholesome exercise and change of air; or abandons any animal to die shall be deemed in violation of this Article. 



4.
No person shall: 




a.
Own, possess, keep or train any animal with the intent that such animal shall be engaged in an exhibition of fighting. 




b. 
Build, make, maintain, or keep a pit on premises owned by him or occupied by him or allow a pit to be built, made, maintained or kept on such premises for the purposes of an exhibition of animal fighting. 




c.
In any manner encourage, instigate, promote or assist in an exhibition of animal fighting or intentional combat. 




d.
Charge admission, be an assistant, umpire or participate or be present as a spectator to any exhibition of animal fighting or 
combat.




5.
Any Animal Control Officer, or other officer empowered to act by law, may impound any animal found to be cruelly treated. 




6.
It shall be the duty of the owner to maintain in a clean and sanitary condition all structures, pens, yards, and areas adjacent thereto wherein any animal is kept.

12-107

Public Nuisance Animal. 


A.
A public nuisance animal shall mean and include any animal or animals that:




1.
Damages the property of anyone other than the owner.




2.
Is vicious. 



3.
Attacks without provocation. 



4.
Excessively makes disturbing noises including, but not limited to, continued and repeated howling, barking, whining, or other utterances causing unreasonable annoyance, disturbance or discomfort to neighbors or others in close proximity to the premises where the animal is kept. 



5. 
Soils or defecates on public roads, walks, or recreation areas, or on private property other than the owners’, unless such waste is immediately removed and properly disposed of by the owner.




6. 
An animal which is not being kept in conformity with County Zoning Regulations. 




7.  
An animal which chases vehicles on public roads.




8.  
An animal which molests or attacks persons on public property or private property other than that of the animal’s owner, or which molests or attacks other domestic animals on private property other than that of the animal’s owner.


B.
Any such public nuisance animal may be impounded and the owner and possessor charged for a violation of this Article.
12-108

Adoption. 


A.
The Animal Control Department or its designee may offer for adoption any animal unredeemed or unclaimed by the owner after five (5) days or, if the animal is voluntarily surrendered to the Animal Control Department by the owner of the animal, the animal may be offered for adoption immediately. All persons adopting animals shall be over eighteen (18) years of age and shall provide proper and humane care, feeding, shelter and protection from the weather and veterinary treatment as required. All persons adopting a fertile dog or cat shall cause to have a female spayed or a male neutered within thirty (30) days of the date of adoption or by the maximum age of six (6) months for a female and nine (9) months for a male, whichever is longer. Any person adopting an animal shall not use the animal for breeding, exhibition or profit and shall not engage in any research involving the use of the animal or supply the animal to any individual or institution which may use the animal in research. The frequency with which animals may be adopted and placed in any household may be restricted. 


B.
Adoption fees in an amount stated in the schedule of fees and charges may include all or part of the costs of an examination and rabies inoculation and all or part of the costs associated with neutering or spaying dogs and cats. 
12-109

Disposition of Impounded Animals. 


A.
Any animal, dog or cat, seized or impounded by an Animal Control Officer, or any officer empowered to act by law shall be detained at the animal control shelter. The officers of the Animal Control Department shall notify the owner of such animal, if known or can be reasonably ascertained, that the animal has been impounded. The owner of any animal impounded may, within five (5) days after the receipt of the notice, reclaim the animal by the payment of an impoundment fee plus boarding fee for each day the animal was impounded; and the cost of rabies vaccination of the animal if the animal has not been vaccinated within the prescribed time period. These fees, as applicable, shall also apply to biting animals held for rabies observation at the animal control shelter. 


B.
If any animal seized or impounded by the Animal Control Department evidences advanced symptoms of contagious, infectious or fatal diseases, is seriously ill or severely injured, the Animal Control Department shall seek the services of a licensed veterinarian who will determine whether to treat the animal or euthanize; or in the absence of an available veterinarian, the Animal Control Officer shall confer with a superior on duty, in addition to writing a complete report on the reason for euthanization. This action may be taken to control the spread of disease or to eliminate any further pain and suffering of an animal. Every attempt will be made to stabilize an owned animal to afford the owner the opportunity to pick up the animal. 
12-110

Humane Disposition. 


A.
If a dog or cat is not claimed by the owner within five (5) days of notice to the owner, or a dog or cat of unknown ownership is not adopted within five (5) days of impoundment, then it shall be the duty of the animal control department to euthanize the animal in as humane and painless a manner as possible. An animal deemed to be highly desirable for adoption may be kept beyond the five (5) day limitation, provided that the animal does not evidence any apparent signs of illness, injury, contagious or infectious diseases and that space is available to house the animal, at the discretion of the director of the division of animal control. Animals may be released by the local humane society to approved foster homes authorized to accept animals if not claimed or adopted as provided. Animals shall not be provided to any public or private institution, animal dealer or other individual who may use or supply the animal for research purposes. 


B.
Any animal which is suffering excessively or any animal which represents a real danger to persons or other animals, without regard to the period of confinement as provided for in Subsection A. of this Section, shall be destroyed by officers of the Animal Control Department in as humane a manner as possible. 


C.
When, in the opinion of a supervisor of the Animal Control Department, a diseased or injured animal, taken into custody, is in need of immediate treatment so as to lessen the animal’s suffering or to prevent the spread of a communicable disease to other animals, he shall immediately obtain the services of or place the animal with a licensed veterinarian for the purposes of administering necessary treatment. 
12-111

Vicious Animals; Dogs and Cats. 


A.
It shall be unlawful for any person to cause, permit, accompany or be responsible for the presence of any vicious dog or cat on the streets or public places of the county or allow the animal to run on the premises of another at any time, unless the animal is under restraint and control at all times.




1.
For the purpose of this Subsection, a dog is deemed under control when: 




a.
It is securely and humanely confined within a vehicle, parked or in motion. 




b.
It is properly confined within a secure enclosure with the permission of the owner of the property where the enclosure is 
located. 





c.
It is securely restrained by a leash or other device held by a competent person and such dog or cat shall be securely muzzled to effectively prevent it from biting any person or other animal.



B.
Upon impounding a vicious animal for any reason, the Animal Control Department may for reasons of public safety, retain the animal at the impound facility until disposition by the appropriate court.

 12-112
Biting Dogs and Cats. 


A.
In accordance with rules and regulations promulgated by the County Board of Health, all dogs and cats known to have bitten a person shall be confined to the animal control shelter or veterinarian’s hospital for a period of ten (10) days. All expenses incurred shall be paid by the owner or possessor of the biting animal.  A dog or cat may be declared to be a Vicious Animal once proven that it has bitten a person and the owner shall be required to comply with Section 12-111 of this Ordinance.


B.
In accordance with rules and regulations promulgated by the state department of public health, all pets or wild animals, other than a dog or cat, known to have bitten a person, or any animal which cannot be held for a rabies observation period, shall be euthanized and a lab specimen of brain tissue sent to the state department of epidemiology for testing and control of rabies. 
12-113

Livestock. 


A.
All livestock shall be properly housed with an adequate food and water supply and confined within a fenced enclosure. The fenced enclosure shall be maintained in such a manner as to keep any average livestock animal, for which the enclosure is designed, from escaping the enclosed compound and causing damage, accidents or injury to any person or property Owners of such livestock shall be liable for any damage, accidents or injuries provided that a pattern of neglect has been determined. 


B.
No person shall tie, stake or fasten any animal within any street, highway, road, alley, sidewalk, right-of-way, or other public place within the County or in such manner that the animal has access to any portion of any street, highway, road, alley, sidewalk, right-of-way, or other public place. Such animal shall also be tied so as not to cross any property limits or boundaries without the express permission of the property owners. 


C.
Owners or possessors of livestock or animals, other than dogs and cats impounded for violation of this Article or any state and/or federal laws, will be charged in accordance with actual costs of impoundment plus impounding and boarding fees. 


D.
Impounded livestock shall be held for a period of twenty-one (21) days. If such impounded animals are not claimed by the owner during that period of time, the animal may be given to persons willing to accept them, at the discretion of the department of police services. 
12-114

Wildlife. 


All complaints and matters concerning wild animals not of a domestic nature and complaints involving game animals or protected species and/or hunting shall be forwarded to the state Department of Natural Resources, Game and Fish Division, or the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Law Enforcement Division, for proper disposition, i.e. compliance, apprehension, controlling and/or enforcement as may be necessary as provided by state and federal rules and regulations. 
12-115

Dead Animals. 


Officers of the Animal Control Department are authorized to remove dead animals from public property including public schools, parks and roadways. Carcasses on private property must be disposed of by the animal or property owner or possessor in accordance with State House Bill No. 225 Act No. 577. Any dog, cat or small animal carcass to be picked up for disposal by the animal control center from a private residence must first be contained in a plastic bag and delivered to the right-of-way of the road or street for disposal. All dead livestock, including horses, cattle and any other large animal must be disposed of by the animal owner or property owner/possessor in accordance with state and local regulations 

12-116

Collar, Vaccination, and Rabies Vaccination Tag. 


It shall be the duty of each dog and cat owner or possessor to abide by State Rules & Regulations regarding identification of pets, vaccinations, and evidence of vaccinations.
12-117

 Summons. 


A.
The Animal Control Officer or police officer at his discretion may not impound a dog or other animal found in violation of any Section of this Chapter, but return the animal to its owner or possessor and issue or cause to be issued a summons directing the owner or possessor of the dog to appear before the recorder’s court on a certain day to stand trial for the violations of this Article. 


B.
If a violation of this Article has not been personally witnessed by the animal control supervisor or his authorized representative or other employee of the County, a subpoena may be issued to the person complaining to be and appear on the day and time set for trail, then and there, to testify on behalf of the County. 
12-118

Liability of the County, Animal Control Department, Officers and Employees. 


The County, the Animal Control Department and its officers and employees shall not be held responsible or liable for any accidents, diseases, injuries, or deaths to any animal while being impounded or boarded at the animal control shelter. 
12-119

Interference with Animal Control Officers. 


It shall be unlawful to interfere with any Animal Control Officer or other officer empowered to act by law, or to take or attempt to take any animal from the county vehicle used to transport the animal, or to take or attempt to take any animal from the animal control shelter or impounding area.  
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