GREENE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS


REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

TUESDAY * MAY 15, 2007

9:00 A.M. * COMMISSIONERS MEETING ROOM

Chairman Channell provided for a moment of silence and led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Call to Order:  Chairman Channell called the Regular Monthly Meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.

Roll Call:  Commissioners Torbert, Rhodes, Andrews, Sanders, and Chairman Channell were present.  Also present was County Manager Lombard.

Petitions & Communications:

Chamber of Commerce Report:  Raul Ottalora provided the monthly Chamber of Commerce Report.  

StormReady Recognition:  The StormReady Recognition presentation was moved to the June agenda.

Following the Petitions & Communications report, the Commissioners received background information on each agenda item, received any public input, and discussed the agenda items.   Upon conclusion of the discussion and input, the Commissioners proceeded with the voting portion of the meeting resulting in the following actions:

Minutes:  The Minutes from the April 17, 2007 Regular Monthly Meeting were provided for review.  Commissioner Sanders motioned to approve the minutes, Commissioner Rhodes seconded the motion.  Motion to approve the minutes passed 4-0 with Commissioners Sanders, Rhodes, Torbert, and Andrews voting for approval.  Chairman Channell did not vote since he was not elected until after the April 17, 2007 meeting.

Planning & Zoning:

Final Plat Approval for Angel Pond Residences, Section II in Reynolds Plantation:  The Commissioners reviewed a request from Linger Longer Development Corporation for Final Plat Approval for Angel Pond Residences, Section II.  The area includes 11.44 acres zoned PUD and is identified as part of tax map 55, parcel 005D.  Commissioner Torbert motioned to approve the Final Plat for Angel Pond Residences, Section II in Reynolds Plantation, Commissioner Andrews seconded.  Motion to approve the Final Plat carried unanimously.

Preliminary Plat Request for The Village at Reynolds Landing, Section II:  The Commissioners reviewed a request from Linger Longer Development Corporation for Preliminary Plat Approval for The Village at Reynolds Landing, Section II.  The area includes 13.87 acres zoned PUD and is identified as part of tax map 38A, parcel 268.  Commissioner Sanders motioned to approve the Preliminary Plat for The Village at Reynolds Landing, Section II with the condition that a detailed scaled drawing indicating parking spaces for the development be provided for Final Plat Approval, Commissioner Torbert seconded.  Motion to approve the Preliminary Plat carried unanimously.

Preliminary Plat Request for National Village at King’s Way, Section II:  The Commissioners reviewed a request from Linger Longer Development Corporation for Preliminary Plat Approval for National Village at King’s Way, Section II.  The area includes 3.37 acres zoned PUD and is identified as part of tax map 57, parcels 7 & 7A.  Commissioner Andrews motioned to approve the Preliminary Plat for National Village at King’s Way, Section II, in Reynolds Plantation, Commissioner Rhodes seconded.  Motion to approve the Preliminary Plat carried unanimously.

Conditional Use Request for Freedom Worship Center for a Church:  The Commissioners reviewed a request from the Freedom Worship Center for the issuance of a Conditional Use Permit for purposes of establishing a Church within the A-1 Zoning District.  The property is located at 6041 Madison Highway, contains 16.27 acres, and is designated as part of tax map 19, parcel 45Y.  Commissioner Torbert motioned to approve the Conditional Use request from Freedom Worship Center for a Church to be located at 6041 Madison Highway on property identified as tax map 19, parcel 45Y, Commissioner Andrews seconded.  Motion to approve the Conditional Use request carried unanimously.

Conditional Use Request for Mike McCommons for a Resort Campground:  The Commissioners reviewed a request from Mike McCommons for the issuance of a Conditional Use Permit for purposes of establishing a Resort Campground in the A-1 Zoning District.  The property is located at 2450 Randolph Church Road, contains 20 acres, and is designated as part of tax map 150, parcel 7.  The applicant was not present during the work session portion of the meeting to provide input and answer questions from the Commissioners.  The applicant did arrive late and was allowed to speak during the voting session portion of the meeting after a motion by Commissioner Andrews to suspend the Rules of Order to allow Mr. McCommons to address the Board, seconded by Rhodes, with passage of the motion by a 4-1 vote with Commissioner Sanders voting against the motion.  Upon resolution and clarification of several issues, Commissioner Sanders motioned to approve the Conditional Use request from Mike McCommons for a Resort Campground to be located at 2450 Randolph Church Road on property identified as tax map 150, parcel 7 with the condition that the Conditional Use Permit will be withdrawn if proper permits from the State and Health Department are not in place within 6 months, Commissioner Andrews seconded.  Motion to approve the Conditional Use request carried unanimously.
Variance Requests from Corey Companies for Increased Billboard Height:  The Commissioners reviewed two requests from Corey Companies for the issuance of a Variance to allow for increased height for two billboard signs located adjacent to Highway 44 on the south side of I-20.  The billboards were installed and exceed the height limitations of the Zoning Ordinance.  Corey is seeking the variance to allow the billboards to remain at the present height.  Commissioners Sanders motioned to deny the Variance request from Corey Companies for the billboard height, Commissioner Torbert seconded.  Motion carried 3-2 with Commissioners Andrews and Rhodes voting against the motion.  
Business Items:

Planning & Zoning Board Appointment:  The Commissioners received information regarding an appointment to the Planning and Zoning Board for the District three representative.  Robert Harwell’s term would expire June 1, 2007 resulting in a vacancy on the Planning and Zoning Board.  Commissioner Torbert motion to appoint Robert Harwell to the Planning and Zoning Board as the District Three appointment for a term beginning June 2, 2007 through June 1, 2010, Commissioner Rhodes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Tax Assessor’s Board Appointment:  The Commissioners received information regarding an appointment to the Tax Assessor’s Board.  Dene Channell was required by law to resign due to his election as Chairman of the County Commission, resulting in a vacancy on the Assessor’s Board.  Commissioner Sanders motioned to appoint Wes Hunt to the Tax Assessor’s Board to fill the unexpired term vacated by Dene Channell, Commissioner Torbert seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Board of Family and Children Services Appointment:  The Commissioners received information regarding an appointment to the Board of Family and Children Services.  Felton Hudson’s term would expire June 30, 2007 resulting in a vacancy on the Board of Family and Children Services.  Commissioner Rhodes motioned to appoint Felton Hudson to the Board of Family and Children Services for a term beginning July 1, 2007 through June 30, 2012, Commissioner Andrews seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Northeast Georgia Regional Development Center Appointment:  The Commissioners received information regarding an appointment to the Northeast Georgia Regional Development Center Board of Directors.  Commissioner Sanders’ term would expire June 30, 2007 resulting in a vacancy on the RDC Board.  The governing bylaws of the RDC provide that the Chairman of the Board of Commissioners will be a member of the RDC Board of Directors or another elected official appointed by the governing authority.  Chairman Channell has indicated that he would like for Commissioner Sanders to continue to serve as the County’s appointment.  Commissioner Torbert motioned to appoint Commissioner Bud Sanders as the Greene County Commission representative on the Northeast Georgia Regional Development Center Board of Directors for a term beginning July 1, 2007 through June 30, 2009, Commissioner Rhodes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Appointment of the Chairman for the Board of Elections & Registration:  The Commissioners received information regarding the appointment for the Chairman of the newly established Board of Elections and Registration.  Commissioner Andrews motioned to appoint Ruby Perry to serve as the Chairman of the Greene County Board of Elections and Registration for a term beginning July 1, 2007 through June 30, 2010, Commissioner Rhodes seconded.  Motion failed 3-2 with Commissioners Sanders, Torbert, and Chairman Channell voting against the motion.  Commissioner Sanders motioned to appoint Frank Moore to serve as Chairman of the Greene County Board of Elections and Registration for a term beginning July 1, 2007 through June 30, 2010, Commissioner Torbert seconded.  Motion passed 3-2 with Commissioners Andrews and Rhodes voting against the motion.
Appointment of a County Attorney:  The Commissioners received information regarding the appointment of the formally designated County Attorney.  David Moss has served as the designated County Attorney for at least the last decade.  Moss has further increased his real estate development company to a point where he is consumed by that effort and has requested that he no longer take on any new cases for the County and that we designate another County Attorney.  Commissioner Andrews motioned to table the appointment until a RFP is issued to hire a County Attorney, Commissioner Rhodes seconded.  Motion failed 3-2 with Commissioners Sanders, Torbert, and Chairman Channell voting against the motion.  Commissioner Sanders motioned to appoint Mike Green to serve as the officially designated County Attorney, Commissioner Torbert seconded.  Motion failed 3-2 with Commissioner Andrews, Rhodes, and Chairman Channell voting against the motion.  No further action was taken.

Old Union Point Road Paving Contract Award:  The Commissioners received information regarding the Old Union Point Road paving project.  The bid process for the paving of Old Union Point Road has been completed and resulted in two bids.  One bid for triple-surface treatment was received from Land Care Services in the amount of $121,966.09.  One bid was received for asphalt surface from Pittman Construction in the amount of $171,901.60.  Commissioner Andrews motioned to authorize a contract with Pittman Construction Company for the paving of Old Union Point Road from the intersection of Cunningham Road to the point just beyond the first creek in the amount of $171,901.60, Commissioner Torbert seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
DOT Section 5311 Contracts:  The Commissioners received information regarding the Georgia Department of Transportation Section 5311 Contracts.  The contracts are required annually to provide for the operation of the Section 5311 Rural Transportation Program operated through Advantage Behavioral Health as a Third-Party Operator.  Commissioner Torbert motioned to approve the Agreement for Transit Operating Assistance between the Georgia Department of Transportation and Greene County for the Section 5311 Program, Commissioner Andrews seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
DOT County Road Resurfacing Contract:  The Commissioners received information regarding a Georgia Department of Transportation County Contract for resurfacing assistance.  During a recent visit to the Department of Transportation, the DOT agreed to assist the County with the resurfacing of Parks Mill Road, North Rhodes Street, Leach Road, Billy Merritt Road, and Gray Horse Road.  The DOT participation is limited to $150,000.00 with the County’s share coming from SPLOST.  Commissioner Torbert motioned to approve the contract with the Georgia Department of Transportation for the resurfacing of 5.070 miles of various County Roads known as Project Number PR000-S010-00(655), Commissioner Andrews seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
Industrial Park Road Resurfacing – Budget Adjustment:  The Commissioners received information regarding a budget adjustment necessary for the Industrial Park Road Resurfacing project.  The County, City of Greensboro, and City of Union Point approved cost-sharing for the resurfacing of Stewart Parkway in the Industrial Park.  The Development Authority had indicated that an additional contribution may be necessary if the pending sale of one of the lots fell through since proceeds from the sale would pay for a portion of the resurfacing.  The sale was not completed and the Development Authority has requested the additional contribution of $7,666.00 to match the commitment made by the two participating cities.  Commissioner Torbert motioned to authorize a budget adjustment in the amount of $7,666.00 from contingency to provide funding to the Development Authority for the Stewart Parkway Resurfacing Project, Commissioner Rhodes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
Annex Parking Area Project – Budget Adjustment:  The Commissioners received information regarding a budget adjustment necessary to allow for a paving and resurfacing project at the County Annex Building.  The original parking lot at the Annex Building is in need of resurfacing along with some newly constructed parking areas intended to serve the new Sheriff’s Office space and the Board of Elections and Registration space.  The project is estimated at $80,000.00.  Commissioner Torbert motioned to authorize a budget adjustment in the amount of $80,000.00 from contingency to provide funding for the Annex Parking Lot Resurfacing and Paving Project, Commissioner Andrews seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Alcoholic Beverage Ordinance:  The Commissioners received information regarding a necessary revision to the Alcoholic Beverage Ordinance.  With the approval of a county-wide referendum authorizing Sunday sales of alcoholic beverages in establishments meeting the specified criteria, the County ordinance must be revised to provide for such sales.  A public hearing was conducted regarding the proposed revision with no negative input being received.  Commissioner Sanders motioned to approve the revised Alcoholic Beverage Ordinance amending Chapter 14, Article 2 and Article 3 of the Greene County Code in their entirety, Commissioner Torbert seconded.  Motion carried 3-2 with Commissioner Andrews and Rhodes voting against the motion.

Rules of Order:  The Commissioners received information regarding a proposed revision to the Rules of Order in place for the conduct of the Commission meetings.  Chairman Channell requested a revision to the Rules of Order that essentially changes the current meeting format by instituting two separate sessions.  The work session would be held the second Tuesday of each month with the voting session being held the third Tuesday of each month.  The first meeting would be held during the day, the second in the evening.  Commissioner Andrews motioned to adopt the revised Rules of Order establishing two sessions per month for the monthly business meetings of the Board of Commissioners, Commissioner Rhodes seconded.  Motion failed 3-2 with Commissioners Andrews, Rhodes, and Sanders voting against the motion.

Commissioner’s Reports:

District One Commissioner had no report.

District Two Commissioner had no report.

District Three Commissioner had no report.

District Four Commissioner had no report. 

The Chairman had no report.

Executive Session:  Commissioner Andrews motioned to enter Executive Session to discuss litigation and a personnel matter, Commissioner Rhodes seconded.  During discussion, it was pointed out that an attorney needed to be present to discuss litigation and remain compliant with the Open Meetings Act.  Motion to enter Executive Session to discuss litigation and a personnel matter failed 3-2 with Commissioners Sanders, Torbert, and Chairman Channell voting against the motion, and Commissioners Andrews and Rhodes voting in favor.  Commissioner Andrews motioned to enter Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter, Commissioner Rhodes seconded.  Motion to enter Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter carried unanimously with Commissioners Rhodes, Andrews, Torbert, Sanders, and Chairman Channell voting in favor of the motion.  Commissioners Sanders motioned to leave Executive Session, Commissioner Rhodes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously with Commissioners Rhodes, Andrews, Torbert, Sanders, and Chairman Channell voting in favor of the motion.  Chairman Channell indicated that a personnel matter was discussed during Executive Session and that no action was taken.

Adjournment:  Commissioner Sanders motioned to adjourn the meeting, Commissioner Rhodes seconded.  Motion to adjourn carried unanimously at 12:35pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

________________________________

Byron Lombard, County Manager

The above Minutes were adopted and approved this 19th day of June, 2007.

________________________________                  
______________________________

Dene Channell, Chairman



W. L. Sanders, Vice-Chairman                              

________________________________                  
______________________________

Titus Andrews, Sr., Commissioner                           
Gerald W. Torbert, Commissioner

________________________________

Marion Rhodes, Commissioner
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