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GREENE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

MAY 2012

MAY 08, 2012 WORK SESSION:

Chairman Channell led the Pledge of Allegiance and observed a moment of silence.

Call to Order: Chairman Channell called the Work Session to order at 6:02 p.m.

Roll Call: Commissioners Torbert, Andrews, Rhodes, Sanders, and Chairman Channell were present.  Also present was County Manager Byron Lombard. 

Minutes: The Minutes from the April Regular Monthly Meeting, and the April 25, 2012 Called Meeting were discussed.  The Chairman inquired with the Commissioners to determine if any corrections were necessary.  No corrections were noted.  No official action was taken. 

Planning & Zoning:

Preliminary Plat Approval for Reynolds Development and Management Group - Carey Station Tract, Section 1: The Commissioners reviewed a request from Reynolds Development & Management Group for a Preliminary Plat Approval for Carey Station Tract – Section 1. The proposed subdivision will create 42 single-family residential lots and is located off of North Campus Drive. The parcel of land contains 15.45 acres zoned CPUD. No official action was taken.

Business Items:

Request for Relief – Driveway Ordinance: The Commissioners received information that a property owner inquired with the Chairman about being granted relief from the Driveway Ordinance to allow for a second driveway to serve a property at 1450 Northwoods Drive. The second driveway would be a limited use driveway to access acreage in the back of their home to house a RV and boat under covered storage. The spacing between the existing drive and proposed drive will be 70’. The driveway ordinance requires 100’ of separation between driveways serving the same parcel.  No official action was taken.

Postage Machine at Courthouse – Budget Adjustment:  The Board was informed that the Probate Court and Superior Court offices currently use the postage machine located at the administrative office. Through the chairman, the Probate Judge is requesting that an additional postage meter be installed for use at the courthouse such that staff trips to the admin building will not be required for postage purposes. The County leases the postage machines and to acquire a postage machine suitable for the courthouse will cost $58.00 per month on a 48-month lease. If the Board approves the request, a budget adjustment in the amount $232.00 will be necessary to fund the machine for the remainder of the current fiscal year. No official action was taken.

East /West Connector – Road Name: The commissioners received information that the “/” in the East/West Connector name cannot be used in the county’s 911 Database of street names. As a result, possible replacement names were communicated to the Commissioners. The County Manager also advised that assigning an address range to phase one of the East/West Connector could complicate address ranges when the new phase(s) of the roadway open in the future.  No official action was taken.

Tourism Committee Appointment: The Board received information that Gino Marasco has resigned from the Tourism Committee as he has moved away from Greene County. A subcommittee of the Tourism Committee has recommended Andrew Neubauer to fill the vacancy as Mr. Neubauer assumed the position of Director of Sale and Marketing at the Ritz Carlton formerly held by Mr. Marasco. No official action was taken.

Planning & Zoning Board Appointment: The Board received information that the term of Doran Samples on the Planning & Zoning Board will expire on June 30, 2012. Mr. Samples serves as the at-large representative. The appointment requires formal action by the Board of Commissioners. No official action was taken.

Tax Assessor’s Board Appointment:  The Board received information that the term of L.P. “Peanut” O’Neal on the Tax Assessors Board will expire on June 30, 2012. The appointment requires Board action to either appoint Mr. O’Neal for another term, or appoint a replacement member. No official action was taken.

Development Authority Appointment: The Board received information that the term of Vincent Lewis on the Greene County Development Authority will expire on June 30, 2012. Terms are for four year periods and appointments require Board action. No official action was taken.

Contract for Airport Improvements:  The Chairman received a contract for execution from the Georgia Department of Transportation for improvements at the Greene County Regional Airport. Commissioner Sanders gave an informational update on the projects in question, namely that the projects had effectively already been approved by the Board in the larger Airport Improvement Project begun years ago. With that in mind, the Board decided that the contract did not need to be executed by the entire Board. This item was removed from the agenda for the Voting Session. No official action was taken.

Declaration of Surplus Property: The Commissioners received information that there are three vehicles that need to be declared surplus to allow for their disposal as they are no longer in serviceable use due to mechanical problems. The surplus items include a 2006 model patrol car, a 1996 model pick-up truck, and a 2004 model ambulance. To dispose of these items through sale, the Board needs to first declare the items as surplus property. No official action was taken.

Adjournment: Chairman Channell adjourned the meeting at 6:35 p.m.

MAY 15, 2012 VOTING SESSION:

Chairman Channell led the Pledge of Allegiance and observed a moment of silence.

Call to Order: Chairman Channell called the Voting Session to order at 6:02 p.m.

Roll Call: Commissioners Andrews, Rhodes, Torbert, Sanders and Chairman Channell were present.  Also present was County Manager Byron Lombard. 

Minutes: Commissioner Rhodes motioned to approve the minutes from the April 2012 Regular Monthly Meeting, and the April 25, 2012 Called Meeting Commissioner Andrews seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

Planning & Zoning:

Preliminary Plat Approval for Reynolds Development and Management Group - Carey Station Tract, Section 1: Commissioner Torbert motioned to approve the Preliminary Plat for Carey Station Tract – Section 1 submitted by Reynolds Development and Management Group. Commissioner Sanders seconded. Motioned carried unanimously.

Business Items:

Request for Relief – Driveway Ordinance: Commissioner Sanders motioned to grant the request for relief permitting a secondary driveway to serve 1450 Northwoods Drive based on the finding that the road is a dead end road with less than twelve homes beyond the subject property, the topography of the property and adjacent creek create barriers to full compliance, and the adjacent neighbors have no objection. Commissioner Rhodes seconded. Motioned carried unanimously.

Postage Machine at Courthouse – Budget Adjustment: Commissioner Andrews motioned to approve the necessary budget adjustments taking the funding from contingency to provide for a postage meter for the Courthouse. Commissioner Rhodes seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

 

East /West Connector – Road Name: Commissioner Sanders motioned to designate Phase I of the East / West Connector as “Richland Connector”. Commissioner Torbert seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

Tourism Committee Appointment: By consensus, the Chairman delayed the Tourism Committee Appointment until the next monthly meeting.
Planning & Zoning Board Appointment: Commissioner Torbert motioned to appoint Doran Samples to the Greene County Planning & Zoning Board as the at-large representative for a term 7/1/2012 and ending 6/30/15. Commissioner Sanders seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

Tax Assessor’s Board Appointment: Commissioner Torbert motioned to appoint L.P. “Peanut” O’Neal to the Greene County Tax Assessors Board for a three-year term beginning July 1, 2012 and ending June 30, 2015. Commissioner Andrews seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

Development Authority Appointment: Commissioner Andrews motioned to appoint Vincent Lewis to the Greene County Development Authority to serve a four-year term beginning July 1, 2012 and ending June 30, 2016. Commissioner Rhodes seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

Declaration of Surplus Property: Commissioner Sanders motioned to declare the 2006 Crown Victoria with VIN ending 8966, the 1996 Ford F-150 with VIN ending in 5654, the 2004 Ford F-340 with VIN ending in 4693, the 1986 Case Backhoe with VIN ending in 2957, the 1996 Bush Hog with VIN ending in 0484, the 1990 Bush Hog with VIN ending in 2606, and the 1997 Steam Cleaner with VIN ending in 5240  as surplus property, and to dispose of the vehicles in accordance with the requirements of the Law and Board policy. Commissioner Rhodes seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

Attorneys to defend Greene County Board of Commissioners in a Lawsuit filed by the Greene County NAACP: The County Manager gave background information that the county received a lawsuit May 15, 2012 that was filed in federal court regarding the county’s redistricting status. The lawsuit is seeking an injunction to prevent qualifying based on the existing district lines. With County Attorney Michael Green passing away unexpectedly over the weekend, the County Manager advised that the Chairman requested that the county find an expert in redistricting to defend the county. The commissioners discussed the item, specifically whether or not the deceased County Attorney’s partner could realistically be utilized for this case in light of her colleague’s untimely death. Commissioner Sanders made a motion that the County Manager and the Chairman commence searching for an attorney for this case only, first thing tomorrow morning (May 16, 2012). Commissioner Torbert seconded. Motion carried 3-2, with Commissioners Sanders, Torbert, and Chairman Channell voting in favor and Commissioners Rhodes and Andrews voting against.

Commissioner’s Report:

District One Commissioner had no report.

District Two Commissioner had no report.

District Three Commissioner reported that prospective changes to the Zoning ordinance were reviewed by the County Attorney and Ad Hoc Zoning Committee. The changes affect accessory buildings and mining.

District Four Commissioner had no report.

Chairman Channell reported that there was a rodeo during the last weekend of April with record attendance of 1,700 paid individuals. He also reported that Commissioners Andrews brought back a prescription drug discount card plan to be utilized by the county’s citizens. He also reported that a car dealer approached the county with an opportunity for employees to buy vehicles at dealer invoice at no charge to the county. 
Executive Session: None

Adjournment: Chairman Channell adjourned the meeting at 6:22 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

____________________________

Sylvia V. Hill, County Clerk

The above minutes were adopted and approved this day 19th day of June, 2012.

____________________________                            ____________________________

Dene Channell, Chairman                                              W.L. Sanders, Vice-Chairman

____________________________                            ____________________________

Titus Andrews, Sr., Commissioner                                Gerald Torbert, Commissioner

____________________________

Marion Rhodes, Commissioner

