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  GREENE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

OCTOBER 2012
OCTOBER 9, 2012 WORK SESSION:

Chairman Channell led the Pledge of Allegiance and observed a moment of silence.

Call to Order: Chairman Channell called the Work Session to order at 6:00 p.m.

Roll Call: Commissioners Torbert, Andrews, Rhodes, Sanders, and Chairman Channell were present. Also present was County Manager Byron Lombard.  
Minutes: The Minutes from the September Regular Monthly Meeting, and the September 27, 2012 Called Meeting were discussed.  The Chairman inquired with the Commissioners to determine if any corrections were necessary.  No corrections were noted.  No official action was taken. 
Planning & Zoning:

Variance Request – St. Mary’s Good Samaritan Hospital: The Commissioners reviewed a request from St. Mary’s Good Samaritan Hospital for a variance to the height restrictions of the County Zoning Ordinance. The Zoning Ordinance limits height to 40 ft for all zoning districts. In the past, the Board has agreed to variances for the bell tower at the Ritz, the witch’s roof in Lake Oconee Village, the clock tower at Del Webb, and the high roof area at the Spotlight Theater. Some sections of the ordinance specifically exempt church steeples and agricultural use. It was determined that the hospital plans as submitted complied with the County Code given the standards for determination included in the Code.  However, to ensure that the hospital project was in the clear, the Board decided to act on the request during the voting session such that official action would appear in the minutes.  No official action was taken.
Final Plat Request, Minor Subdivision – Derrell Worth, KWCW: The Commissioners reviewed a request from Derrell Worth, KWCW for final plat approval for 3 lots in the Emerald Shores Subdivision. The parcel of land contains 4.49 acres, is zoned LR1, and designated as part of tax map 096 parcel 002G. No official action was taken. 
Business Items:

MOU with GEMA for the Statewide Sheltering Project: The Commissioners received information that Greene County was selected as one of a select group of counties in the State to participate in a Statewide Sheltering Project in cooperation with GEMA. The County will receive emergency evacuation sheltering equipment for several of the established shelter locations that are in place. The County’s responsibility in return is that the County wills stand-up shelters if ever needed by the State for some mass evacuation scenario. No official action was taken.
MOA with the Georgia Department of Corrections – State Probation:  The Commissioners received information regarding the space that is provided for the State Probation Office. The State would like to have a formal agreement in place to govern the space the county provides. The Agreement has previously been for one-year terms, but based on input from the Board regarding similar agreements with the State, the proposed agreement is for five years. The Commissioners were advised that the agreement can be canceled with 90 days notice. No official action was taken.
Abandonment of a Section of Hutchinson Grove Road: The Commissioners discussed the possibility of abandoning a short section of Hutchinson Grove Road. The section can be abandoned if the road “no longer serves a substantial public purpose”. The necessary legal steps have been taken to include notification of adjoining property owners, and a public hearing. The road appears on the county’s inventory but the county owns no right-of-way on the road. Once abandoned, the rights to the public do not cease only the county’s maintenance responsibility. No official action was taken.

Abandonment of a Section of Wrightsville Church Road: The Commissioners have previously discussed abandoning a section of Wrightsville Church Road that is deemed to serve no substantial public purpose given the re-routing of traffic over to the Richland Connector. The necessary legal steps have been taken to include notification of adjoining property owners, and a public hearing. No official action was taken.

Budget Adjustments: The Commissioners received information that the County’s costs for AT&T charges and the gas and oil line items were more than anticipated for the 2012 fiscal year. Also, the 2013 budget included $24,000 to purchase a new Animal Control truck, but the bid pricing requires an additional 5,000 to complete the purchase. No official action was taken.

Adjournment: Chairman Channell adjourned the meeting at 6:21 p.m.
OCTOBER 16, 2012 VOTING SESSION:

Call to Order: Chairman Channell called the Voting Session to order at 6:03 p.m.

Roll Call: Commissioners Andrews, Rhodes, Torbert, Sanders and Chairman Channell were present. Also present was County Manager Byron Lombard.   
Minutes: Commissioner Andrews motioned to approve the minutes from the September Regular Monthly Meeting, and the September 27, 2012 Called Meeting. Commissioner Rhodes seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 
Planning & Zoning:

Variance Request – St. Mary’s Good Samaritan Hospital: Commissioner Andrews motioned to approve the variance request as submitted by St. Mary’s Good Samaritan Hospital for the cupola architectural feature on the new hospital building. Commissioner Torbert seconded. Motioned carried unanimously.
Final Plat Request, Minor Subdivision – Derrell Worth, KWCW: Commissioner Torbert motioned to approve the final plat request submitted by Derrell Worth, KWCW creating three lots from 4.49 acres in Phase IV of Emerald Shores Subdivision. Commissioner Andrews seconded. Motioned carried unanimously.
Business Items:

MOU with GEMA for the Statewide Sheltering Project: Commissioner Andrews motioned to approve the Memorandum of Understanding/Agreement between Greene County and the State of Georgia, Georgia Emergency Management Agency regarding the Emergency Evacuation Shelter Initiative Program. Commissioner Rhodes seconded. Motioned carried unanimously.
MOA with the Georgia Department of Corrections – State Probation: Commissioner Andrews motioned to approve the Memorandum of Agreement between Greene County and the Georgia Department of Corrections regarding the office space used by the State Probation Office located in the Courthouse. Commissioner Sanders seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

Abandonment of a Section of Hutchinson Grove Road: Commissioner Sanders motioned to declare that the short section of Hutchinson Grove Road identified as that section that traverses parcel #0740000010, and separated parcel 05000005A from parcels 055C00002A and 055C00002B, no longer serves a substantial public purpose and to abandon said section of road removing it from the county’s road inventory. Commissioner Rhodes seconded. Motioned carried unanimously.
Abandonment of a Section of Wrightsville Church Road: Commissioner Sanders motioned to declare that the short section of Wrightsville Church Road identified as that separated parcels 054000022A and 0540000220, and separates parcels 054000021A and 054000024A, no longer serves a substantial public purpose, and to abandon said section of road removing it from the county’s road inventory authorizing the execution of deeds to substantiate the transfer of the abandoned right-of-way. Commissioner Rhodes seconded. Motioned carried unanimously.
Budget Adjustments: Commissioner Torbert motioned to approve the necessary budget adjustments totaling $63,803.00 to cover communications expenses and gas expenses within the Fiscal Year 2012 departmental budgets, and to approve the necessary budget adjustments to move $5,000.00 from the Road Department to the Animal Control Departmental Budget to cover the excess funds necessary to purchase the Animal Control replacement vehicle. Commissioner Andrews seconded. Motioned carried unanimously.
Commissioner’s Report:

District One Commissioner had no report.
District Two Commissioner had no report.
District Three Commissioner had no report.

District Four Commissioner had no report.
Chairman Channell reported 
· Greene County has been recognized for Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting for the fourth year in a row. Chairman Channell thanked the Finance Department and County Management for a job well done, specifically thanking the Finance Manager Amanda Smith and County Manager Byron Lombard.
Executive Session: None
Adjournment: Chairman Channell adjourned the meeting at 6:16 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

____________________________

Sylvia V. Hill, County Clerk

The above minutes were adopted and approved this day 20th day of November, 2012.

____________________________


____________________________

Dene Channell, Chairman



W.L. Sanders, Vice-Chairman

____________________________


____________________________

Titus Andrews, Sr., Commissioner


Gerald Torbert, Commissioner

____________________________

Marion Rhodes, Commissioner

