Greene County Board of Commissioners

February Monthly Meeting



Page 3 of 4

  GREENE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

FEBRUARY 2013
FEBRUARY 11, 2013 WORK SESSION:

Chairman Bullard led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Call to Order: Chairman Bullard called the Work Session to order at 5:00 p.m.

Roll Call: Commissioners Torbert, Andrews, Rhodes, Britt and Chairman Bullard were present.  Also present was County Manager Byron Lombard. 
Minutes: The Minutes from the January Regular Monthly Meeting, and the January 3, 2013 Retreat Meeting were discussed.  The Chairman inquired with the Commissioners to determine if any corrections were necessary.  No corrections were noted.  No official action was taken. 
Business Items:

Alcoholic Beverage License – Vizion Restaurant & Lounge: The Commissioners reviewed an application from Kevin Jackson for the issuance of consumption on the premises license for liquor, beer, & wine for a new restaurant to be located at 2470 Lickskillet Road (intersection of Athens Hwy and Lickskillet Road). No official action was taken.
Contract for the Carey Station / SR 44 Intersection Safety Improvement Project: The Board has previously discussed and embraced a project to improve the efficiency and safety of the intersection at SR 44 and Carey Station Road. The growth in the area including the new hospital has caused this project to become a priority. The County followed the requirements of the Law to solicit sealed bids on the project. The lowest bidder was Simpson’s Trucking and Grading. The bid price totals $340,143.84 after deducts for some eliminated pavement markings. No official action was taken.
Appointment to the Tourism Committee: Chairman Bullard gave background that Barbara Twilley has resigned from the Tourism Committee and that the appointment is made by Board action.  The appointment would be to fill the remaining portion of the unexpired term. No official action was taken.
Appointment to the Planning & Zoning Board – District 1:  Chairman Bullard gave background regarding the expiration of the term for Mr. James Lumpkin on the Planning & Zoning Board, which is set to expire on 3/31/2013. Mr. Lumpkin serves as the District 1 representative. The appointment to the Planning & Zoning Board requires action by the BOC. No official action was taken.

Appointment to the Airport Authority: The Commissioners received information that Larry Postell resigned from the Airport Authority in good spirits to allow the current body of elected officials the opportunity to appoint someone of their choosing. No official action was taken.

Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance: The Commissioners received information that a public hearing was held on February 11, 2013 to receive public comment on the proposed revisions to the Zoning Ordinance. No comments were received during the public hearing. The changes to the Zoning Ordinance are relatively minor and primarily serve to establish a measurable standard to evaluate a vague provision of the ordinance. No official action was taken.

Agreement – Oglethorpe County, City of Maxeys, City of Woodville, Maxeys VFD, Greene County (Fire Protection Services):  The Board was informed that the County was contacted by Oglethorpe County Chairman Billy Pittard regarding the possibility of establishing an agreement for the provision of automatic aid support for fire services between the two counties.  Given the circumstances for the provision of fire services within both counties, any agreement would have to include the City of Woodville, the City of Maxey’s, the Maxey’s VFD, and both Counties as each have some role in supporting the proposed agreement. The draft agreement was shared with the parties in Oglethorpe with full support for the proposed wording. The city of Woodville has already adopted the agreement. If the Board is interested in adopting the agreement, it would then go through the adoption process for the parties in Oglethorpe. No official action was taken.

Budget Adjustment – Request to Purchase Patrol Cars: The Commissioners reviewed a request from the Sheriff’s Office for a budget adjustment to purchase 8 patrol vehicles. The vehicles have high mileage and are reaching their end-of-life. For a number of years, the Sherriff has been using forfeiture funds to replace patrol vehicles, though the Board did cost share the end of last year for two vehicles. The County Manager identified a possible budget adjustment that would allow for the purchase of six vehicles, with the intention of budgeting the remaining two in the FY2014 Budget. No official action was taken.
Adjournment: Chairman Bullard adjourned the meeting at 5:15 p.m.
FEBRUARY 14, 2013 VOTING SESSION:

Chairman Bullard led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Call to Order: Chairman Bullard called the Voting Session to order at 5:00 p.m.

Roll Call: Commissioners Andrews, Rhodes, Torbert, Britt and Chairman Bullard were present.  Also present was County Manager Byron Lombard. 
Minutes: The Chairman requested a motion to approve the minutes from the January Regular Monthly Meeting, and the January 3, 2013 Retreat Meeting. Commissioner Britt agreed to the motion requested by the Chairman, Commissioner Torbert seconded. Motion carried unanimously.
Business Items:

Alcoholic Beverage License – Vizion Restaurant & Lounge: Commissioner Andrews motioned to approve an alcoholic beverage license for consumption on the premises for Liquor, Beer & Wine for Vizion Restaurant and Lounge for the location at 2470 Lickskillet Road in the name of Kevin Jackson as the holder of the License, provided that the Health Department approves the facility for use as a restaurant. Commissioner Rhodes seconded. Motioned carried unanimously.
Contract for the Carey Station / SR 44 Intersection Safety Improvement Project: Commissioner Britt motioned to approve a contract with Simpson’s Trucking and Grading for the intersection safety improvement project for the State Route 44 and Carey Station Road intersection, and to approve the necessary budget adjustments to fund the project from the fund balance of the General Fund. Commissioner Torbert seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

Appointment to the Tourism Committee: Commissioner Britt motioned to appoint Mandy Barnhart to the Tourism Committee to fill the unexpired term vacated by Barbara Twilley ending December 31st,, 2013. Commissioner Torbert seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

Appointment to the Planning & Zoning Board – District 1: Commissioner Rhodes motioned to table the appointment until the March Meeting. Commissioner Andrews seconded. Motioned carried unanimously.
Appointment to the Airport Authority: Commissioner Andrews motioned to remove this item from the agenda until a recommendation is received from the Airport Authority. Commissioner Rhodes seconded. Motion failed 2-3, Commissioner Andrews and Rhodes voting in favor and Commissioner Torbert, Britt, and Bullard opposed. Commissioner Britt motioned to appoint John Miles to the Airport Authority to fill the unexpired term of the seat vacated by Larry Postell ending 12/31/2013. Commissioner Torbert seconded. Motioned passed 3-2 with Commissioner Britt, Torbert, and Bullard voting in favor, with Rhodes and Andrews opposed.
Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance: Commissioner Torbert motioned to adopt the Greene County Zoning Ordinance that establishes a standard by which the visibility of landfill disposal and operation areas can be evaluated. Commissioner Britt seconded. Motioned carried unanimously.
Agreement – Oglethorpe Count, City of Maxeys, City of Woodville, Maxeys VFD, Greene County (Fire Protection Services: Commissioner Andrews motioned to approve the Automatic & Mutual Aid Assistance Agreement for Fire Department Services between Greene County, the City of Woodville, Oglethorpe County, the City of Maxeys, and the Maxeys Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. Commissioner Torbert seconded. Motioned carried unanimously.
Budget Adjustment – Request to Purchase Patrol Cars: Commissioner Britt motioned to approve the necessary budget adjustments to recognize $225,000.00 in additional sales tax revenue due to the change in the sales tax distribution formula, making the corresponding expense allocation entry available in the Sheriff’s Office Budget for the purchase of six patrol vehicles and related equipment, provided, however, that the adjustment shall not be made until the Board receives and approves a vehicle replacement program submitted by the Sheriff that will enable the Board the ability to better program future capital purchases into the budgetary planning of the County. Commissioner Torbert seconded. Motioned carried unanimously.
Executive Session: None
Adjournment: Chairman Bullard adjourned the meeting at 5:36 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

____________________________

Sylvia V. Hill, County Clerk

The above minutes were adopted and approved this day 14th day of March, 2013.

____________________________


____________________________

Ed Bullard, Chairman




Titus Andrews, Sr., Vice-Chairman

____________________________


____________________________

Marion Rhodes, Commissioner


Gerald Torbert, Commissioner

____________________________

Jimmy Britt, Commissioner

Statement from Greene County Commission Chairman at 2/14/13 Voting Session:

As chairman of the Greene County Board of Commissioners, I would like to express my dismay over the conduct exercised by one member of the Board at our last meeting.

As our vision states, we are to provide “responsible government with the highest standard of ethics and professional conduct.” That clearly was not evident at our last meeting. 

As a reminder, decorum for members of the Commission and the general public is expected. A Commissioner should not speak until recognized by the Chair. Disparaging personal or “off topic” remarks are not appropriate and if they occur, I will proceed as follows:

The first violation will be ruled “out of order.”

If improper remarks occur again, the speaker will be asked to voluntarily leave the meeting room.

If the improper remarks continue to occur, I will request law enforcement officials to remove the disruptive person from the meeting to restore order and then seek prosecution under all county and state ordinances, including but not limited to, O.C.G.A § 16-11-34, and County Code Section 20-1 entitled “Disorderly Conduct,” and section 20-2 entitled “Hindering or Obstructing the County Officials, Employees, or Agents.” Be advised that such violations may be punished as a misdemeanor.

Ultimately my goal and duty is to avoid mistrust of our government by the citizens and to provide the opportunity for Commissioners and citizens to be heard without disruption or infringement of constitutional rights. I would appreciate your cooperation in adherence to the established laws and procedure.

