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  GREENE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

DECEMBER 2014
DECEMBER 8, 2014 WORK SESSION:

Chairman Bullard led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Call to Order: Chairman Bullard called the Work Session to order at 5:00 p.m.

Roll Call: Commissioners Rhodes, Smith, Torbert, Britt, and Chairman Bullard were present.  Also present was County Manager Byron Lombard. 
Chairman’s Comments: The Chairman gave notice that there will be a Commissioners retreat at the Northeast Georgia Regional Commission on January 7th. He also announced that the local media erroneously reported that the Economic Development building budget was $1 million, not $2 million. Jim Baker of Baker Lassiter was then invited to give the Commissioners and public an update on the status of the development around The Home Depot. Chairman Bullard also announced that there would be a reception prior to the Voting Session to honor outgoing Commissioners Gerald Torbert and Marion Rhodes.
Minutes: The Minutes from the November Regular Monthly Meeting were discussed.  The Chairman inquired with the Commissioners to determine if any corrections were necessary.  No corrections were noted
Business Items:

Approval of Title VI Plan – Transit Services: The Commissioners received information that the Federal Transit Administration requires that that the County develop a Title VI Plan to continue receiving various federal funds to operate the 5311 Transit program and other related transportation programs. Once finally reviewed and approval by GDOT, the plan will be carried out by the County and the transit program’s Third Party Operator Thorne Transportation Services, Inc. No official action was taken.
Ordinance to Enact Chapter 31 of the County Code for the Purpose of Regulating Personal Care Homes and Nursing Homes:  The Board enacted a six-month moratorium on personal care homes including family personal care homes, group personal care homes, and congregate personal care homes as defined in Article III of the Zoning Ordinance. A committee reviewed the regulations and worked with the County Attorney to provide an improved regulatory framework to, among other things, protect the life-safety of residents and public safety providers. A public hearing was advertised and conducted to receive public input on the proposed Ordinance. No official action was taken.
Resolution Authorizing SPLOST VI Project – Old Eatonton Road Bridge: The Commissioners articulated during SPLOST VI planning discussions that it wanted to replace the Old Eatonton Road bridge over the CSX railroad. The project has gone through various engineering and planning reviews. The proposed resolution would approve of the project to be bid out and awarded in accordance with the Public Works Construction Law. No official action was taken.
Resolution Authorizing the Construction Contract Award for the Economic Development & Tourism Center Project: By consensus, the Chairman withdrew consideration of the resolution authorizing the construction contract award for the Economic Development & Tourism Center Project until further notice.
Resolution Seeking Amendment to Local Legislation – Hotel/Motel Tax Rate: The Commissioners were informed that discussions have been held concerning an adjustment to the hotel/motel tax rate to provided increased funding for the promotion of tourism and tourism product development funding. No official action was taken.

Budget Adjustment – Site Selection Magazine: The Commissioners reviewed an opportunity to market the County for economic development purposes through a unique, specialized magazine directed toward professionals involved in commercial and industrial site selection. No official action was taken.

Appointment to the Advantage Community Services Board: Advantage Behavioral Health Systems has contacted the County in the past requesting that the Board identify an individual willing to serve on the ABHS Community Service Board. An individual has volunteered to serve and has already actively inquired with Advantage to ensure awareness of the role. No official action was taken.

Appointment to the Board of Elections & Registration: Frank Moore serves as the Chairman of the Board of Elections and Registration. Mr. Moore indicated his willingness to continue serving if the Board desires to re-appoint him. No official action was taken.

Adjournment: Chairman Bullard adjourned the meeting at 6:09 p.m.
DECEMBER 11, 2014 VOTING SESSION:

Chairman Bullard led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Call to Order: Chairman Bullard called the Voting Session to order at 5:00 p.m.

Roll Call: Commissioners, Rhodes, Smith, Britt, Torbert and Chairman Bullard were present.  Also present was County Manager Byron Lombard. 
Chairman’s Comments: The Board also thanked Commissioners Marion Rhodes and Gerald Torbert for their service to the public. Chairman Bullard also read a proclamation from the Board recognizing State House Representative Mickey Channell for his decades of public service.
Minutes: Commissioner Britt motioned to approve the minutes from the November Regular Monthly Meeting. Commissioner Smith seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

Business Items:

Approval of Title VI Plan – Transit Services: Commissioner Britt motioned to approve the Greene County Title VI Plan, including any minor corrections required by the Georgia Department of Transportation. Commissioner Rhodes seconded. Motioned carried unanimously.
Ordinance to Enact Chapter 31 of the County Code for the Purpose of Regulating Personal Care Homes and Nursing Homes: Commissioner Britt motioned to adopt the Ordinance to Enact Chapter 31 of the Greene County Code for the Purpose of Regulating Personal Care Homes and Nursing Homes, and to establish the Regulated Business License Fee in the amount of $800.00 per year. Commissioner Torbert seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

Resolution Authorizing SPLOST VI Project – Old Eatonton Road Bridge: Commissioner Torbert motioned to approve Resolution Number 2014.12.11(a) regarding, among other things, the approval of the Old Eatonton Road Bridge Replacement Project using SPLOST VI funds, and to waive the reading of the Resolution. Commissioner Bullard seconded. Motion carried 3-2 with Britt, Torbert, and Bullard voting in favor. Commissioners Rhodes and Smith opposed.
Resolution Seeking Amendment to Local Legislation – Hotel/Motel Tax Rate: Commissioner Bullard motioned to approve Resolution Number 2014.12.11 (c) regarding, among other things, a request to introduce local legislation to increase the levy of the lodging excise tax on public accommodations from the existing five percent to six percent, and to waive the reading of the Resolution. Motion failed for lack of a second.
Budget Adjustment – Site Selection Magazine: Commissioner Torbert motioned to approve the necessary budget adjustments to fund an advertisement in the Site Selection Magazine allocating $ 36,167.50 from contingency to fund the expense. Commissioner Smith seconded. Motioned carried 3-2 with Torbert, Smith and Bullard voting in favor. Britt and Rhodes opposed.
Appointment to the Advantage Community Services Board: Commissioner Torbert motioned to appoint Barbara Fuqua to the Advantage Behavioral Health Systems’ Community Services Board. Commissioner Rhodes seconded. Motioned carried unanimously.
Appointment to the Board of Elections & Registration: Commissioner Torbert withdrew his name for consideration for the Board of Elections & Registration appointment. Commissioner Smith motioned to appoint Frank Moore to the Greene County Board of Elections and Registration for a term beginning 1/1/2015 and ending 12/31/2018. Commissioner Britt seconded. Motioned carried unanimously.

Executive Session: None
Adjournment: Chairman Bullard adjourned the meeting at 5:25 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

____________________________

Sylvia V. Hill, County Clerk

The above minutes were adopted and approved this day 15th day of January, 2015.

____________________________


____________________________

Ed Bullard, Chairman




Jonathan Human
____________________________


____________________________

Angela W. Deering, Commissioner


Jeffrey  L. Smith, Commissioner

____________________________

Jimmy Britt, Commissioner

